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The tragic events of September 11, 2001, and the subsequent anthrax outbreak served as a wake-up call for all
public health professionals in this country. The alarm that
sounded was loud enough to be heard by both the professionals who work in national, state, and local public health
agencies and by faculty in the schools of public health. But
while both academics and practitioners heard the alarm, the
values gap between the academic and practice communities
hindered an immediate unified response.
The differences between academia and practice have been
cited before, most notably in the 1988 Institute of Medicine
Report, The Future of Public Health and The Public Health
Faculty Agency Forum.1,2 The academy values instruction, discovery, and scholarship; the practice community values the
delivery of needed services. This is not to say that there have
not been university and practice collaborations. Many faculty in schools of public health have distinguished their
careers through innovative and meaningful collaborations
with their state and local public health colleagues. The Association of Schools of Public Health (ASPH) report, Strong
Schools, Strong Partners, highlights many of these and calls for
schools of public health to “reinvent their practice mission.”3
Their work has inspired the development of focal points or
centers for public health practice in nearly all schools of
public health.
To enhance the public health practice activities within
schools of public health, in 2000, funding from the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) established a
program called Academic Centers for Public Health Preparedness (A-CPHP). These centers were awarded through
a competitive submission process to four schools of public
health. These initially funded centers formed a nucleus upon
which to build a response to the events in 2001. Yet, with
nearly 450,000 public health professionals dispersed throughout more than 3,000 state and local health agencies expected to protect the health of the U.S. population against
threats that were previously considered unthinkable, the
magnitude of the problem demanded more vigorous collaboration between the academy and the practice community.4 In 2001, the CDC and ASPH added resources to the
A-CPHP that allowed for the stepwise expansion of the program to more schools of public health. At the time of this
writing, there are 23 schools of public health with established and funded centers.
This supplement to Public Health Reports—“Public Health
Preparedness: An Academic and Practice Partnership”—
includes a series of articles that discuss the many ways in
which university faculty, staff, and students can collaborate
with public health practitioners to assure this country is able

to respond to biologic and other emergencies. Most of the
articles describe work done within the existing 23 A-CPHPs.
In the Viewpoint section, authors Thielen et al. contend that
establishing the A-CPHP program has not only benefited
the immediate concerns of emerging public health threats,
but also has longer-term positive impacts on the quality of
public health education and competence. Compton et al.
outline how mental health should be incorporated into
bioterrorism and other emergency response planning, and
Galva et al. provide a thoughtful discussion on the interface
between public health interventions and police powers. The
Practice section presents a wide array of initiatives that A-CPHP
and their public health agency partners have undertaken to
advance public health preparedness. Harrison et al.,
McKinney et al., Orfaly et al., Cassoobhoy et al., MacDonald,
and Miner et al. describe specific strategies for reaching the
public health workforce and for preparing the next generation of public health professionals. Articles by Sarpy et al.,
Covich et al., Werner et al., Olson et al., Calhoun et al.,
Clements-Nolle et al., and Potter et al. present the results of
collaborative planning between the A-CPHPs, practice partners, and entities across geographic and agency boundaries.
And an article by Estrada et al. describes the Project Public
Health Ready program established by the National Association of County and City Health Officials to recognize local
public health agency emergency preparedness.
In summary, this supplement to Public Health Reports describes the thinking, the hard work, and the lessons learned
in the effort to establish a large-scale, multi-faceted collaboration between the academy and practice.
As guest editors, we are grateful to the authors who took
the time to describe their efforts in establishing preparedness programs that were able to bridge the divide between
the university and the public health community. We extend
our sincere appreciation to the many reviewers who took the
time to provide constructive feedback to the authors who
submitted manuscripts. We are thankful for the excellent
editorial guidance and support provided by the Public Health
Reports staff. And of course, we want to acknowledge the
wisdom of CDC for funding the A-CPHP program and ASPH
for implementing an initiative that encouraged innovation
rather than replication and sought synergy rather than independence.
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