A Message from the Editor
Rarely does a set of scientific articles come along that
begs to be read by the public health community as
those that have converged in this issue of Public Health
Reports (PHR).
The first is the Surgeon General’s Perspectives column
on oral health by the new Surgeon General, VADM
Regina Benjamin. In this article, we are reminded that
oral health extends beyond clean teeth and healthy
gums. Poor oral health has been linked to chronic
oral health problems, diabetes, heart and lung disease,
stroke, and low birthweight or premature babies. In
other words, good oral health is an important component of good overall health. As Benjamin notes, most
Americans take good oral health for granted and profound disparities persist. To help address this important
public health topic, PHR will publish a supplemental
issue in 2012 on oral health care among underserved
U.S. human immunodeficiency virus (HIV)-infected
populations.
The issue also features two provocative companion
articles—“How Healthy Could a State Be?” by Kindig
and colleagues, and an accompanying Commentary
by Fox entitled “The Politics of Achievable Mortality.”
The article by Kindig et al. is a thoughtful, intriguing
study of how healthy states (and, indirectly, the U.S.)
could be if they could achieve the highest level of
health that any individual state has already achieved.
The authors find that health care, behavioral change,
and socioeconomic factors are especially important
modifiable determinants of health. As Fox notes in
his Commentary, the study by Kindig et al. presents a
creative methodology for public health policy makers
to assess and prioritize public health interventions
(i.e., focusing on achievable health metrics rather than
avoidable mortality). Fox argues that taking such an
approach is better for improving the nation’s health
and for optimally applying science in the public’s
interest.
This issue also includes a special section on the
Horizons program—a more than 10-year (1997–2008)
effort designed to evaluate and summarize effective
HIV/acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)

programs and policies in the developing world. This
work was led by the Population Council and funded by
the U.S. Agency for International Development with the
intent of laying the groundwork for HIV/AIDS prevention in the developing world. Although these articles
illustrate the many accomplishments in this critical area
of infectious disease prevention, much work remains
to be done—especially in developing nations, where
more than 90% of HIV-infected people live.
I am pleased to announce the start of a new PHR
column called the Student Column—one of several
columns coordinated by the Association of Schools
of Public Health. This is a column that is notably “of,
by, and for” students of public health. Students from
accredited schools of public health write the articles
based on their graduate schoolwork, and a separate
editorial committee of students conducts the initial
selection and subsequent independent peer review
of the manuscripts. The inaugural column by Kryscio
analyzes the cost of administering the influenza vaccine in Fayette County, Kentucky, to demonstrate the
most cost-efficient ways for a health department to
vaccinate a community.
Two other articles in this issue address the growing
concern regarding influenza control. The article by
Larson et al. compares the impact of three non-pharmaceutical interventions (education only, with hand
sanitizers, and with hand sanitizers and face masks)
on the incidence of upper respiratory infections and
influenza. The article by Chi et al. shows that children
who live with high-risk adults are not significantly more
likely to be vaccinated for influenza.
And finally, as H1NI continues to pose a threat
worldwide, PHR will take a look back at the 1918–1919
influenza pandemic and its impact on the U.S. A special
spring 2010 supplemental issue of PHR will include
essays written by leading public health historians on
the 1918–1919 influenza pandemic. These essays connect the U.S. experience of nearly a century ago with
contemporary issues of public health and preparedness
as they relate to the current H1N1 pandemic.
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