A Message from the Editor
This year, 2013, has been a busy year for the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to
achieve the provisions of the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act.1 Some provisions have been put
in place and others are to be launched by January
1, 2014. For public health, one of the key provisions
established the National Prevention Council (hereafter,
the Council).2 The Council’s vision, to advance prevention so that Americans can live longer, healthier lives,3
is one we can all embrace and promote through our
work to advance public health.
The Council, which is chaired by the U.S. Surgeon
General, comprises 20 federal departments representing the environment, health, education, transportation,
labor, housing, defense, and veterans. In 2011, the
Council released the first ever National Prevention Strategy (NPS).3 In 2012, the Council released the National
Prevention Council Action Plan, commissioning the
Council’s federal departments to increase tobacco-free
environments; improve access to healthy, affordable
foods; and identify additional opportunities for other
agencies to consider prevention and health. Additionally, Council member departments committed to more
than 200 individual actions prioritizing prevention
through innovative programs and proven initiatives.4
Since the release of the National Prevention Council
Action Plan, the Council and its partners have been
working to bring the NPS to life. The 2013 National Prevention Council Annual Status Report to Congress and
the President, which was delivered in July, publicized
the many achievements of the Council and its partners.
Overall, more than 200 federal actions outlined in the
National Prevention Council Action Plan are either in
progress or have been fully implemented.5
Eleven council departments have committed to
increasing access to healthy, affordable food. From
providing fresh fruit and vegetables to increasing
healthy food options in vending machines and at dining facilities, they are providing healthy choices for
their employees, customers, and partners.
Nine Council departments are focusing on tobaccofree environments. The U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency has strengthened policies that cover 17,500
employees by creating tobacco- and smoke-free environments for their employees, customers, and partners.
The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs developed
tobacco cessation telehealth programs to reduce the
current smoking rate among veterans.5
Twelve council departments are identifying oppor-

tunities for prevention and health. The Department
of Defense Healthy Base Initiative is one that aims to
improve overall health and wellness for service members,
their families, and civilians.5
The exciting news from the Council’s work is the
more than 330 collaborations across 140 council
departments with external partners. The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, partnering with HHS, the American Lung Association, and
the American Academy of Pediatrics, has encouraged
the adoption and implementation of smoke-free multifamily housing policies by developing toolkits with
information on smoke-free living. The U.S. Department
of Interior’s Bureau of Indian Affairs has partnered
with the Notah Begay III Foundation and Nike N7 to
to combat childhood obesity and type 2 diabetes in
Native American and Aboriginal communities.5 And
the Association of State and Territorial Health Officials
and the National Association of County and City Health
Officials have developed Web-based toolkits to support
efforts at the state and local level.6
When the Council released the NPS, one of the key
messages was that it was a national strategy not a federal
one. It is outstanding to see federal departments collaborating with external partners to achieve the vision
of the NPS. Together with federal leadership and an
engaged public health community, we can achieve the
NPS’s vision of “working together to improve the health
and quality of life for individuals, families, and communities by moving the nation from a focus on sickness
and disease to one based on prevention and wellness.”3
Mary Beth Bigley, DrPH, MSN, ANP
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