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Information for Authors/Contributors

Conflicts of Interest

Full disclosure and avoiding the appearance of a conflict are our guiding principles. If any
financial influence or other conflict of interest might have biased your work, you are obliged to
disclose it to us - even if you are confident that no bias intervened. Please let us decide what
should be disclosed to our readers. Similarly, you must disclose any similar or related work
submitted or published elsewhere.

Cover Letter

When submitting your manuscript, please include a cover letter describing the article and
explaining why it is unique, relevant, and applicable to PHR. The cover letter should also include
a statement that the material has not been published nor is being considered for publication
elsewhere.

The Manuscript

Title Page: (a) title (short and descriptive); (b) full names of all authors, including their graduate
degrees; (c) all authors' institutional affiliations and job titles during the course of the research
(and current affiliations and titles if different); (d) name, street address, telephone number, fax
number, and e-mail address of corresponding author; (e) word count of the text (exclusive of
synopsis, tables, and references), and the number of charts, tables, and figures. With rare
exceptions, PHR does not include Appendices.

Synopsis: The abstract is your work’s face to the world, as published in various medical indexes;
a good abstract promotes readership. Synopses of Feature and Practice articles should be a
maximum of 150 words without abbreviations, symbols, or references to tables or graphs.
Structured synopses of Research articles (250-word maximum) should contain four parts labeled
Obijectives, Methods, Results, and Conclusions.

Text: In writing for PHR. keep in mind that public health is an extremely broad field and most

readers will be in parts of the field other than your own. Your introduction or lead is particularly
important. Please define terms that are not universally understood and avoid the use of jargon.
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Research: Research articles should be divided into five sections: Introduction/purpose, Methods,
Results, Discussion, and Conclusions. In the Methods section, tell readers “who, what, when,
where, and why,” and provide a full explanation in the Methods section of how you arrived at
each finding reported in the Results section. Use active rather than passive voice throughout the
article.

References: Please consult the Uniform Requirements section on references, or see the National
Library of Medicine's “Citing Medicine: The NLM Style Guide for Authors, Editors, and
Publishers,” available online at
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/bookres.fcgi/citmed/frontpage.html. Numerical references should
not be embedded in the text. Citations of personal communications or unpublished material
should appear in the text. PHR does not use substantive footnotes.

Article Length: Please limit manuscript length to approximately 3,000 words (2,500 words for
the Student Column), excluding synopsis, tables, and references.

Page numbering and line spacing/numbering: To aid in the review process, please include
page and line numbers in the manuscript and use 1.5-line spacing for optimal readability.

Copyright
Authors assign copyright to the Association of Schools of Public Health. Authors may use their

own material in other publications provided PHR is acknowledged as the original place of
publication.
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